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clubs that build and maintain trail 
systems throughout the state. We 
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Vermont ATV 
Sportsman’s 
Association 

Facts for 
Landowners: 

Vermont has some of the most 
beautiful and precious natural 
lands this country has to offer. We 
also have some of the very best 
landowner liability laws. In 
addition to this amazing protection, 
VASA also is required to provide 
liability insurance that covers all 
VASA sanctioned ATV clubs and 
their activities. Our policy names all 
landowners as additional insureds. 
Our master policy is valued at one 
million dollars with an aggregate 
of two million dollars as required 
by the State of Vermont.  

VASA is a proud member of the 
Vermont Trail System. This offers 
additional protection for our 
valued landowners. Vermont 
statues clearly state “No public or 
private owner of land which is part 
of the Vermont Trail System shall 
be liable for any property damage 
or personal injury sustained by 
any person using these trails unless 
the public or private owner 
intentionally inflicts the damage or 
injury.”  

Within the statues you will also 
find that posting your land, and/or 
easements do not affect liability.   

Rest assured, YOU ARE PROTECTED.  

 

Landowners make it possible, 
Volunteers make it happen...  

Creating  
ADVENTURE 

For over 2255  years! 

Vermont State Statutes 
Title 12: Court Procedure; Chapter 203 Limita�ons on  
Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
 
To view these and more Vermont State Statues please visit: 
h�ps://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/fullchapter/12/203 

For 25 years Vermont landowners have 
graciously shared their land with ATVers.  

Without your generous support, the 
statewide ATV trail system would not  
exist. Vermont offers some of the very 

best landowner liability laws in the    
country and paired with VASA’s extensive 
liability insurance policy and you can rest 

assured, that you are taken care of.  
 

THANK YOU 
LANDOWNERS! 
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Who We Are… 
VASA is the Vermont ATV     

Sportsman’s Association and we 
are the statewide association of 

ATV clubs dedicated to developing, 
promoting and conserving         

responsible, family friendly ATV 
recreation throughout the state. 
We currently have over 11220000  
miles of legal trail opportunity 

throughout Vermont.   
 

We are authorized by and in    
partnership with the State of    

Vermont and work closely with 
the Agency of Natural Resources, 

the Department of Fish and     
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currently have twenty four local 
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Facts for 
Landowners: 

Vermont has some of the most 
beautiful and precious natural 
lands this country has to offer. We 
also have some of the very best 
landowner liability laws. In 
addition to this amazing protection, 
VASA also is required to provide 
liability insurance that covers all 
VASA sanctioned ATV clubs and 
their activities. Our policy names all 
landowners as additional insureds. 
Our master policy is valued at one 
million dollars with an aggregate 
of two million dollars as required 
by the State of Vermont.  

VASA is a proud member of the 
Vermont Trail System. This offers 
additional protection for our 
valued landowners. Vermont 
statues clearly state “No public or 
private owner of land which is part 
of the Vermont Trail System shall 
be liable for any property damage 
or personal injury sustained by 
any person using these trails unless 
the public or private owner 
intentionally inflicts the damage or 
injury.”  

Within the statues you will also 
find that posting your land, and/or 
easements do not affect liability.   

Rest assured, YOU ARE PROTECTED.  
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Volunteers make it happen...  

Creating  
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out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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Vermont State Statutes 
Title 12: Court Procedure; Chapter 203 Limita�ons on  
Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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Vermont State Statutes 
Title 12: Court Procedure; Chapter 203 Limita�ons on  
Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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Vermont State Statutes 
Title 12: Court Procedure; Chapter 203 Limita�ons on  
Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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Vermont State Statutes 
Title 12: Court Procedure; Chapter 203 Limita�ons on  
Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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Vermont State Statutes 
Title 12: Court Procedure; Chapter 203 Limita�ons on  
Landowner Liability 
 
§ 5791. Purpose 
The purpose of this chapter is to encourage owners to make their land 
and water available to the public for no considera�on for recrea�onal 
uses by clearly establishing a rule that an owner shall have no greater 
duty of care to a person who, without considera�on, enters or goes 
upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use than the owner would 
have to a trespasser. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5792. Defini�ons 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Considera�on” means a price, fee, or other charge paid to or 
received by the owner in return for the permission to enter upon or to 
travel across the owner’s land for recrea�onal use. Considera�on shall 
not include: 
(A) compensa�on paid to or a tax benefit received by the owner for 
gran�ng a permanent recrea�onal use easement; 
(B) payment or provision for compensa�on to be paid to the owner for 
damage caused by recrea�onal use; or 
(C) contribu�ons in services or other considera�on paid to the owner 
to offset or insure against damages sustained by an owner from the 
recrea�onal use or to compensate the owner for damages from 
recrea�onal use. 
(2)(A) “Land” means: 
(i) open and undeveloped land, including paths and trails; 
(ii) water, including springs, streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, and other 
water courses; 
(iii) fences; or 
(iv) structures and fixtures used to enter or go upon land, including 
bridges and walkways. 
(B) “Land” does not include: 
(i) areas developed for commercial recrea�onal uses; 
(ii) equipment, machinery, or personal property; and 
(iii) structures and fixtures not described in subdivision (A)(iii) or (iv) of 
this subdivision (2). 
(3) “Owner” means a person who owns, leases, licenses, or otherwise 
controls ownership or use of land, and any employee or agent of that 
person. 
(4) “Recrea�onal use” means an ac�vity undertaken for recrea�onal, 
educa�onal, or conserva�on purposes, and includes hun�ng, fishing, 
trapping, guiding, camping, biking, in-line ska�ng, jogging, skiing, 
snowboarding, swimming, diving, water sports, rock climbing, hang 
gliding, caving, boa�ng, hiking, riding an animal or a vehicle, picking 
wild or cul�vated plants, picnicking, gleaning, rock collec�ng, nature 

study, outdoor sports, noncommercial avia�on, visi�ng or enjoying 
archaeological, scenic, natural, or scien�fic sites, or other similar 
ac�vi�es. “Recrea�onal use” also means any noncommercial ac�vity 
undertaken without considera�on to create, protect, preserve, 
rehabilitate, or maintain the land for recrea�onal uses. (Added 1997, 
No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 2011, No. 99 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
§ 5793. Liability limited 
(a) Land. An owner shall not be liable for property damage or personal 
injury sustained by a person who, without considera�on, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use unless the damage or 
injury is the result of the willful or wanton misconduct of the owner. 
(b) Equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(1) Unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful or wanton 
misconduct of the owner, an owner shall not be liable for property 
damage or personal injury sustained by a person who, without 
considera�on and without actual permission of the owner, enters or 
goes upon the owner’s land for a recrea�onal use and proceeds to 
enter upon or use: 
(A) equipment, machinery, or personal property; or 
(B) structures or fixtures not described in subdivision 5792(2)(A)(iii) or 
(iv) of this �tle. 

(2) Permission to enter or go upon an owner’s land shall not, by itself, 
include permission to enter or go upon structures or to go upon or use 
equipment, fixtures, machinery, or personal property. 
(c) Pos�ng. An owner may post a sign warning against dangers on the 
owner’s land or water. An owner who posts a sign pursuant to this 
subsec�on shall not be liable for any damage or injury allegedly arising 
out of the pos�ng unless the damage or injury is the result of the willful 
or wanton misconduct of the owner. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), 
§ 1; amended 2017, No. 136 (Adj. Sess.), § 1, eff. May 21, 2018.) 
§ 5794. Landowner protec�on 
(a) The fact that an owner has made land available without 
considera�on for recrea�onal uses shall not be construed to: 
(1) limit the property rights of owners; 
(2) limit the ability of an owner and a recrea�onal user of the land to 
enter into agreements for the recrea�onal use of the land to vary or 
supplement the du�es and limita�ons created in this chapter; 
(3) support or create any claim or right of eminent domain, adverse 
possession, or other prescrip�ve right or easement or any other land 
use restric�on; 
(4) alter, modify, or supersede the rights and responsibili�es under 20 
V.S.A. chapter 191 (animal control), and 20 V.S.A. chapter 193 
(domes�c pet or wolf-hybrid control); under 23 V.S.A. chapter 29 
(snowmobiles), and 23 V.S.A. chapter 31 (all-terrain vehicles); under 19 
V.S.A. chapter 23 (bicycle routes); and under 10 V.S.A. chapter 20 
(Vermont trail system); 
(5) extend any assurance that the land is safe for recrea�onal uses or 
create any duty on an owner to inspect the land to discover dangerous 
condi�ons; 
(6) relieve a person making recrea�onal use of land from the obliga�on 
the person may have in the absence of this chapter to exercise due 
care for the person’s own safety in the recrea�onal use of the land. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter shall create any presump�on or inference of 
permission or consent to enter upon an owner’s land for any purpose. 
(c) For the purposes of protec�ng landowners who make land available 
for recrea�onal use to members of the public for no considera�on 
pursuant to this chapter, the presence of one or more of the following 
on land does not by itself preclude the land from being “open and 
undeveloped”: pos�ng of the land, fences, or agricultural or forestry-
related structures. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1; amended 
1997 No. 147 (Adj. Sess.), § 190a.) 
§ 5795. Excep�ons 
This chapter shall not apply to lands owned by a municipality or the 
State. (Added 1997, No. 110 (Adj. Sess.), § 1.) 
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